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PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND,

Owner: Miss Phoeoe Yorris
Date of Erection: 1754 |
-7 Architect: - Unknown
Builder: Unknown
- | 7" Present condition: Fair - i
| - . Number of Stories: 11

Materials of

Construction: Frame structure, with clapboarded
exterior walls, gambrel roof, cen-
tral chimney of brick )

. - Other existing records: Providence Evening Bulletin,
. ; August 9, 193Ub-article writien by
Editor,

Early Homee of Rhode Island-Down-
ing, drewing-8ix-vpanel door, P.166
also drawing corn crib and details

- T - of the wrougnt iron strap hinges
and hasp P.214 (drewinge by the
Historic American Bulldinge Survey).

- Letter received from owner,
Yiss Fonoece Norris, January 6 1938
which reads in part as follows* “In
1754, Jeremiah Dexter built the
house lccated on Horth Main Street,
corner of Rochampbeau aAve, Formerly
Nortn ¥ain 8t. waes the old Boston
Post Road, 2nd was sbandoned when
Pavtucket Turnnike was 1laid out,
cutting off most of the front lawn
of the house. About 1593, Torth
Street was widened and tne name
cuanged to Rochamvean Ave. A strip
- N - of tke Dexter Farmly feet wide, from
. ' - '  liorth Main St., to Summit.Ave. was
: < _ , . ~ given for tihe widening. '
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.. The Jeremiah Dexter historic well is
at the sidewalk line wnere the French
Soldiers filled their canteens. RBack
of the well stands the anclent rock
with the trouzn in the tov for washing
hands; beside the Tock is the mount-
ing stone for horsevack riders,

The French Allies were encamved on
tre Jeremian Dexter Farm before golng
soutn, and on their return,  After the
surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown,
in 1742, the troops returued to Jerry
S Dexter's Worm, awalting snlns to trange
= port them to Wraﬁce.

Some of the wortunlese Continental
"money pald by the French to Jeremiah
Dexter is still in the house now
oened znd occunied by ¥iss Phoeve E.
Morris, great granddaugnter of Jere-
mian Dexter,

. ' ' In the Rnhode Island Jolonial Records,
Volumne I, Page 650, 1e the report
of the committee avuoolnted by the Gen-
eral Assemoly at Newpcort, June 14,1872.
The survey of cdamz:es in North Provi.
S ' dence by the Frencn soldiers follows
) - in part: To Jeremish Dexter 699 cords
of wood cut off 27 acres 1 rd 14 mpoles
of land at 82 ver cori- 8139%
Damage to fences gzl

In 1744, when clearing land, relics
ot the Prench encammment were found

- vy Ezekiel Emerson, grandson of Jere-
miah lexter. The blade of an axe
and & brass inkstand witn initials
on them are now in the Rnode Island
Historical Societiy.

In 1855 a survey of tne old French
Jamp was made by Rev, Edwin k.3tone,
asslisted by Henry Davis, They were
avle to trace out clearly defined
gites of 313 huts, tents and fire
: vits as the result of their investi-
. o : gations., Yo trace now rerains of the.
' Freucnh Zamp. _
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In 1381 and 1332, one hundred years
after the Frernch anamoment 13 - .
Frencn QOvens were in the nossession
of ¥rs. Anna dorris, granddaugnter

of Jeremiah Dexter. In 1321 and
1482 Heary . Beckwith bought 32 acres
of land througn his agent, Amos Perry,
whicn included the Camp Grounds, and
announced nis intention of giving a
Park to the City of Providence, and
it was to e called Rocharveau Park.
At the solicitetion of Amos Perzy,
¥rs, Yorris was versuaded to donate
three-cuarters of an acre of langd,
wnicn included the 13 French Ovens.
This donation was to be merged with
tne gift of Heary 7. Beckwith. No
mention or credit was given to Yrs.
Morris for her generous gift. Henry
T. Beckwith made certain stinulations
in giving the land for thne park, and
the ¢ity refused to accept nis gift
on account of the restrictions.

kirs. Korris oought back her land,
paying interest, but was not allowed
to regzain the three-ouarters of an
acre sne had given., ©She was told the
land, enclosed by Summit Avenue, Brew-
ster Street, and Fourtn Street would
eventually be made a vark, even if
the larger park failed.

After the death of Henry T. Beckwith-
the trisngular iract, whick included
the sites oI hut tents and fire pits,
was s80ld for house lots, and all
traces of the French ﬂmmp were Ob-
literated. Tnere ig, however, a
small tablet commemorating the site
of tne Frencn Jamp". (Information
furnisned bv iiss Phoene Horris)
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